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109: And Th 


TN 


WAS I 
KEALLY / 
DOING IT Y 
RIGHT? 


FROM THE 
20N YOU 


I NEVER 
TOLP YOU 10 
КЕСКЕАТЕ 

МҮ SON. 


WASN'T IT 
PIFFERENT 


REMEMBER? 


FELT THAT 
SOMEWHERE 
ALONG 

THE WAY, 

I WAS GETTING 

AWAY FROM 

THE IMAGE 
OF THE 

KUON BOY... 


/ PON'T 
H YOU... 
||| „REMEMBER 
WHAT I 
SAID? 


WHILE 
THAT YOU WERE у Ar = 
MEANS YOU ACTING, i 
USED THE I NEVER CREATE 
PROMPT AND THOUGHT YOUR OWN 
SUCCEEDED z en VERSION." 
IN MAKING 1 — 
YOUR OWN THIS." MA x 
ROLE OUT UNOS 
NS M N 
: | \ 
THE | 
M. J 


IM 
WHY'RE AND 60 
YOU ACTED 
une OUT YOUR 
¿90 | THAT OWN KUON. 
at all. WAY 
x = 


] 
a 
шы 
Ем 
v 
Yu 
ФЕ 
wx 
5 


Sy) 


i= A 


DIDN'T 
THINK THIS 
WOULD BE 
ENOUGH TO 
GET THAT 
KIND OF 
REACTION... 


| I've : 
But | ee „when she 
You can't hey. | „4 Sue “came fo our office — ; 
be too happy cot )مهم‎ UNTIL NOW Ë to borrow clothes | 
just because A eee | only by ` thata 15-or-16 
he asked to : “|ә: ^ intuition year-old American 
seeyou. | мо and luck. ñ bou would } 
en 4 wear 7 
TU dug = > 


Im | ورو‎ 
glod FRIGHT- 
Жа ENING... 
he's a 
merry 
mission 
was MU 
A b ye: YOU'RE 
completely | = SCARING ME... 
flat... ) AS IF YOU 
5 KNEW НЕ AND 
1 WOULD 
Otherwise BUMP INTO 
Е in EACH 


trouble. 


OTHER. 


50 
һе must 
be far 
angrier 
than you 
expected... 


S „YOU SHOWED 

'eckless 

feminist De 

GIVING HER 
ACTING 

LESSONS. 


You 


Because 
it was 
becoming 
difficult to 
harass her 
by being 

nasty. 


. „6 
ann 


„but our 
:  entireplan  : 
i  mighthove — ; 
| led | 


becouse 1 
ofyou + 
5 uice 
2 \ 
[4 У 
Е 0 
Y And you 
: didn't want 
that to ; 
hoppen. | 
g 


IT'S 
HUMAN 
NATURE 


„ЛЕ IT'S 
IN FRONT 
OF YOU. 


«TO 

WANT TO 
POLISH 

AN UNCUT 


که 


14 


m 
UNDERSTAND 
WHAT YOU 
MEAN. 


| like. 
Polishing 
them too. 


| mean, 

| love diaging 
up amazing 
ones from 
the mines. 


„* 


ub. сөө 
мА," | ў 
It's so exciting, | 


OVERCOME 
NE 


0 
WEAKNESS... 


CAN 
BECOME ONE 
OF JUST A 
HANDFUL OF 
TRULY GREAT 
ACTORS... 


You'll Really 
GROW аз ам 
а стрес if you 
<an oveRco 


Why те you 


looking سب‎ 


> 


NN 


Depressed 
m 


= 


(5 YOU 
UNDER- 
STAND 


JUST KEEP 
ACTING 20 
YOU CAN 
OVEKCOME 


YOUR 
WEAKNESS, 


Asout to 
snap and 
destroy her 
orehead. | 


٢ 


ГК 


ЕТ” S L GZ 


Roger! ce 


/ PN © 
— 
2 
2 


DON'T 
COMPLAIN 
BEFORE 
YOU'VE EVEN 
BEGUN. 


YOU KNOW 
HOW TO 
CKEATE A 
ROLE. 


TO BE ABLE 
TO EXPERIENCE 
THE LIFE OF 
SOMEONE 
COMPLETELY 
DIFFERENT FROM 
YOU WHILE 
ACTING, 


m 


TO BE ABLE 
TO FEEL JOY, 
ANGER, SORROW, 
AND ALL OTHER 
EMOTIONS AS 
SOMEONE 
DIFFERENT 
FROM YOU, 


M. lus 


„Je TO 
KNOW THE 
JOY OF 
LIVING IN 
ACTING. 


YOUR PICKINESS 
AS AN ACTRESS WILL 


If you 
can't 
cure 


YOU'LL BE 
FOKCEP TO PLAY 


А ROLE YOU DON'T Ж. 60 AWAY. KIGHT NOW, 
LIKE ANP END UP ness YOU ONLY ACCEPT 
REVEALING YOUR- ， ROLES THAT YOU LIKE 

SELF ASA PAIKON AND REJECT ROLES 


ACTOR. IT'LL BE 
LIKE ALL THE 7 

ACTING YOU'RE 
POING NOW 
19 A FLUKE. 


THAT YOU HATE. 


N 
||| 
АМР LAN AVOID 


YOU'LL ENP PLAYING ROLES 


UP AS A THAT YOU 
РЕЈЕР И РОМ'Т LIKE. 
YOU WON'T GET 
ENOUGH 
NOURISHMENT. 


YOU WON'T 


YOU'LL 
FEEL 
LONELY 


.. 


YOULL 
BE 
НООКЕР. 


ІШ 

| „„HAVEN'T 
EXPERIENCED 
LLL HOW 
INTERESTING | 
ACTING CAN | 
| REALLY ВЕ. 
(477 


TAL 


‚вот | N 
ENT. | \ í 


\ 


50 


=] MUCH THAT | 


THERE'LL 
BE 
NOTHING 


IF YOU 
UNPER- 
STAND 

THE JOY 


OF 
ACTING 


YOU'LL 
GROW 
TREMEN- 
DOUSLY 
AS AN 
ACTRESS. 


There was 
8 late 
| afternoon 
taping of 
Kimacure 
Rock. 


THOUGHT... 
ACTING 
WAS FUN... 


IT DIDN'T 
HAPPEN... 


«BECAUSE 
I FELT 
HAPPY 
I COULD 

CREATE A 

ROLE ON 
MY OWN... 


«NURTURE 
IT, 


АМР THEN 
EXPRESS 
IT... 


(A 


I 
FARTICU- 
LAKLY 
KEALIZEP 
THAT... 
TODAY... 


„Аё 
ФОМЕОМЕ 


PIFFERENT FEEL 
` FROM YOU. ALL 
M EMO- 


„BUT... ч 
„лент 
| = FULL OF 
„THAT'S dives EMOTIONS... 
WHY; I JUST 


РІРМТ 
НАУЕ ТНЕ 
CHANCE 
TO FEEL 
THAT WAY... 


КЕЕР 
ACTING. 


WILL 
THEY BE 
CALLING 


OF 
ACTING... 


ЕДИ 
| COMPLAIN. 


YOU'LL 
FEEL 
LONELY... 


„НЕ 
ASSURED 


CREATED 
MY ROLE 
PROPERLY... 


а 


„YOULL | 
<" BE 
| HOOKER. 


jw AWFULLY .1 
ФАР. | РЕШ. 


„АМР I 
REALIZED.. 


«THAT THE 
ASSIGNMENT 
WAS GOING 
TO BE OVER... 


i^ IFYOU 
кз T 
A OF ACT- COULDN'T... 
X ING. 
// „ТЕШ. 
TEACHER 
„YOULL THAT... 
GROW 
TREMEN- 
DOUSLY 
AS AN 


ACTRESS, | bo 


„HIS 
STUPENT 
ANY- 
MORE... 


N A 
P AN) 
а 


e 


РКЕРАКЕР 
YOURSELF j 
FOR THIS.  /// 


Ou the verge 


of сай 
ch 
imaainary 
wound. 
m = 
7 HR 
М | 


YOU'RE 
NOT 
PREPARED 
AT ALL. you 
> REALLY 
2 HAVE 
TROUBLE 
DEALING 
WITH 
HIM. 


YOU'RE 


You 


MET HIM I HAVE, 
EARLIER. BUT IM 
STILL 

NERVOUS. 


N 
THAT N {| 
MAKES МЕ 
ЕМЕМ МОКЕ 
NERVOUS. 
| introduced 
myself. I don't 
| talked about | know 
Dark Moon | what to 
Ме Got 
ves ٢ 
to say! ( 72 2 
Te DON'T HIN 
/ А WORRY. INN 
Z : К N 
I 
SEE. | HE'LL 
S у СОМЕ 
RIGHT. FAN £ SLASH 


AT YOU 
WITH 
THE MAIN 
ISSUE... 


490 
YOU'LL BE 
FORCEP 
TO TALK. 


коо. 


End of Act 109 


«TO TALK 
ABOUT WHAT 
НАРРЕМЕР 
TODAY... 


r | 
Апа Hence Are Disentangled 


WILL 
YOU JUST 
PROMOTE 

YOUR MOVIE 

GUICKLY АМР 
RETURN TO 
THE 0.6.7 


VENIENT. 


2” fatality 


| #٢ 1 WELL, 
°= HE 


WOULPN'T 
2AY THAT... 


„JS 
ACTUALLY 
SIMILAR 
TO код... 


= 


- = 
m و بې‎ С 


| 


SHE WAS 
ACTING OUT 
YOUR SON 
FROM WHEN 
THERE WAS 
STILL 
SOMETHING 
INNOCENT 
AND PURE 
ABOUT 
HIM... 


| NV А 
ow = 
N rne ec 
Ň 
S ۸ ИА | 
( Ne ) THIS 
X a JA > GUY! HE 
m NS _ AN DREW HIS 
| N SHEATH 
< | ALKEAPY! 
tne Ky МҸ 
Ji OW quick ° 
ИИ 1 
Ne Т |. | 
Уы e Б р ща //, // | | 
|> US 
7) 6 (| | | à ) 
/ И, 1 
`Z ٩ | РІР НЕ 
17 60 NUTS 
| ||| TOLEKATE 
THIS ТЕМФЕ 
| | ATMO- 
| | SPHERE?! 
| | “. | 
| \ \ Y HOW 
b \ MUCH... 
\ 
= = | HMM 
Z^ А ? 
..HAVE 
_ YOU... 
" 
1 „ЛО? 
НЕК? 


I CAN 
UNDERSTAND 
YOU WANTING 
YOUR SON 
WHEN HE 
WAS STILL 
LOVELY... 


RATHER THAN 
THE SON WHO 
HAS А TWISTED 
VIEW OF THE 
WORLD ANP HAS 
BECOME TOUGH 
AND HARSH. 


YOU LOVED 
KUON FROM 
THE BOTTOM 
OF YOUR 
HEART... 


90 IF YOU 
ASKEP HER 
TO ACT OUT 
KUON WHILE 
YOU'RE IN 


YOU ФТОР 
TALKING 
IN THE 
РАФТ 


„HE'S 

SOMEONE IF PEOPLE 
WITH A THINK... 

TWISTED 
POINT 

OF VIEW 

WHO HAS 

BECOME 

TOUGH AND 
HARSH. 


THAT 
I 
ОМЕР" 


LOVELY HE'S 
SON! MY 


22 


2 


Ts 
LA- 45 DY 
бела" 


„КЕМ 
TSURUGA 
I SHOULD 
ALWAYS 
ACT... 


AS IF KUON 
HIMSELF 
МАФМТ 
НЕКЕ... 


| U | | | 


NO ONE 
BUT US 


ју НЕКЕ. 


f THERE'S 
/ 


| wouldnt “= 


refer to 
him as "he" 
when talking 


Iw 


WHAT А 
СКЕЕРҮ 


CONVER- 
SATION... 


| | 


HUH 
7 


| 
MOREOVER, | 
THIS 16 MY 
PRIVATE ROOM, 

WHERE YOU 

DON'T NEED TO 
WORRY ABOUT 
INFORMATION 
LEAKING OUT. 


OUTSIDE. 


í әл) Z 
NUS ||| 
M | \ | 

| (у | 1 | 
\ INN — 

ІНІН _ 


LIKE 
ҒАТНЕК 
АМР SON. 


L 
SINCE ( 
YOU 
АФКЕР © > 
ТО SEE A 
коо... 


DON'T 
FREEZE. 


YOU 
PRE- 
PARED 
YOURSELF 
FOR 
THIS. 


I GOT 
ANXIOUS 
ABOUT WHAT 
HAPPENEP 


WE 
HAVEN'T HAP 
FKIENPLY 
EXCHANGES 


FOR 
AWHILE... 


„А 
20-20... 
SITUA- 
TION? 


ANP THE 
INCIPENT 
THIS 
AFTERNOON 
THAT YOU'RE 
20 WORKIEP 
ABOUT. 


I DIDN'T 
ASK HER TO 
ACT OUT KUON 
FOR МЕ. 


He's hunary. 


БАФЕР 
ОМ ТНЕ 
TRAINING, 

I REALIZEP 
THAT SHE 
SUFFERS 
FROM A MORE 
FUNDAMENTAL 
PROBLEM. 


SHE DIDN'T 
KNOW WHAT 
TO PO 
WITH НЕК 
NEW PRAMA 


„SHE ISN'T 
ІМТЕКЕФТЕР 
OR CAN'T 
GET INTO A 
CHARACTER 
UNLESS SHE 
LIKES 


THE ROLE. 


IF ӨНЕ 
REALIZES HOW | 
FUN ACTING 19, a 
I FIGURE SHE'LL har 
BE ABLE TO GET 

RID OF THAT 
PICKINESS... 


Now that he 
Mentions it, 
Sieht w ФНЕ CAN'T 
her alley. GET INTO 
| A ROLE 
UNLESS 
SN ФНЕ LIKES 


А princess 


CAN OVERCOME dn 
THAT WEAKNESS, | 
SHE CAN BECOME a 
OF GREAT ACTORS. 


SHE'S 
THAT 


See 


Š FRIGHTEN- 


WHEN 
SHE'S ABLE 
TO GET INTO 
^ ROLE, 
THE ROLE 
STARTS 
RUNNING ON 
ITS OWN. 


N 
weren't NEST 
YOU 
SURPRISED [= 
TO SEE 22 
ТНАТ 2 
GIRL'S... 2 


„ABOUT 
HOW 
2HE KNEW 
CERTAIN 
THINGS... 


I 
COULDN'T 


WHAT 
ро YOU 
MEAN... 
DETAILS 
ABOUT 
KUON? |= 


(SS 


90... 


THAT 
SHE WAS 
LIKE YOU. 


«THAT 
YOU'D GIVEN 
HER THE 
DETAILS 
ABOUT KUON 
BEFORE- 
HAND 


PRESIDENT 


"THE 


„ AND ACTING 
LIKE WE'RE 
COMPLETE 

STRANGERS? 


WHEN 
YOU'RE 
STARTING 
OUT FROM 
SCRATCH 
AS REN 
TSURUGA... 


TO HAVE 
PEOPLE 
CONSIDER 
YOU А 
SUCCESSFUL 


„MUST FIRST 
BECOME AS 
GREAT AN ACTOR 
AS I AM, 

IN THE COUNTRY 
WHERE I WAS 
BORN AND 
RAISED, 


„WHERE 
THE FACT THAT 
YOU'RE MY SON 
ISN'T WHAT'S 
FUELING YOUR 
CAREER. 


„YOU THINK 
I'LL TELL AND 


DETAILS ABOUT YET... 


MY SON ТО A 
STRANGER? 


К „ном 
| 4 IT MIGHT 
EVENTUALLY 
BE LINKED 
TO YOU? 


-- m= 


..UM...OHE 
DID ASK ME TO 
TELL HER ONE 

DISTINGUISHING 
CHARACTERISTIC 
ABOUT KUON... 


THAT'S 
WHY NO ONE 
SHOULD KNOW 
ABOUT THE 
RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN YOU 
AND ME. 


| was 
surprised 
too. 


AND WHAT 
HAPPENED 
AT THE TV 
STATION 
WAS ALL 
IMPROVISED. 


BECAUSE 
SHE WOULDN'T 
HAVE THOUGHT 


ENCOUNTER 
YOU THERE. A 


„SHE 
CREATED 
А KUON 
THAT WAS 
JUST LIKE 
THE REAL 
ONE. 


SHE'D 


LIKES 
THE ROLE 
OF KUON. 


I CAN ONLY 
THINK YOU 
SAID THAT TO 
CONFUSE HER 
ON PURPOSE... 


THAT'S 


Ж ٧ 
Ah, р / [| | 
That THAT'S WHY 


mei | SHE CREATED 
THE ROLE i 
PERFECTLY еш 


э M, = 
she can рау AVA 
8 воу too. 


> рв she stop 
" being picky about / 


her roles. 


PERSA к= 
TEN v 
— тесте 


<U 


O С iR 
ІН ІІ 
١ Í 
LN 


„WRONG? 


„BECAUSE 
I HAVE 
^ FAVOR 
TO ASK 

REGARDING 

JULIENA... 


d А 
ШІ | FAVOR? 


I JUST 
TOLP YOU 
I WANTEP 
TO PROTECT 
YOU AS REN 
TSURUGA... 


— 


f 
| 


= 


Act 111: Feelings That Never Fade 


SKIP-BEAT/ 19 


The lovey-dovey Father-and-son. 


„awfully 
Realistic 


Me too, 
when she 
confessed 


RIGHT? 


K's so 
realistic, 


REACHED 


DEAREST 
SON 

SUDDENLY uM 
DISAPPEARED I 

WHEN SHE 

WAS AWAY 20 НЕК 

Ren JOKE DOESN'T 

EVEN SOUND 
LIKE A JOKE 


ANYMORE, 


IT'S 

NOT 

YOUR 
FAULT... 


THE 
FAULT 
OF THE 

КІРМАРРЕК 
WHO STOLE 
YOU AWAY 
LIKE THE 
WIND... 


Juli Sigel ka 7 ې‎ НЕН, 
reproached me. 
2258 | THAT НЕ 
to metor | WAIT АТ 
six months. LEAST 
UNTIL JULI 
CAME 
ZA BACK. 


0 


WHO 
THE HECK 
CRIED 
AND ASKED 
ME FOR 
HELP... 


SAYING 
THAT ТНЕІК 
SON WAS 
ABOUT TO 
60 COM- 

PLETELY 

INSANE 


Apparently he's 
the kidnapper EN 
4 ° 


= ..BUT 
THERE'S 
NOTHING 

THEY 
COULD DO 

ТНЕМ- 
SELVES? 


Can you 
Blame ме?! 


You must understand 

how much a loved 
one's "| hate you" 
tears your heart! 


m 
WOULPN'T 
HAVE HAP TO 

STOP JULI 
EVERY TIME 
SHE НАР А FIT 
AND TRIED TO 
60 10 JAPAN, 


SPYING, 
"PLEASE LET 
ME SEE 

коом." 


«AND THEN 

TO HAVE НЕК 
REPEATEDLY 
HURL... 


DIDN'T 
REALLY 
HAVE TIME 
TO SAY 
GOODBYE 
EITHER! 


SHE'D SAY 
"YOU'RE 


I'LL GIVE 


CRY, 
YOU FOOL. 


| ( MO, | 
ү W, 


JULI'S LAST 
MEMORY OF 
YOU 19 AS 
SOMEONE 
1 ABOUT 
TO PIE AND 
DISAPPEAR 


ALIVE ANP 
POING 


АФ REN 
1 TOURUGA 


STILL HALFWAY 


«BECOMING KUON 
AGAIN WHEN YOU'RE 


TOWARDS YOUR GOAL 
MUST FEEL LIKE 
ADMITTING DEFEAT, 
I KNOW YOU DON'T 
WANT TO DO THIS... 


„AS THE 
JAPANESE 
ACTOR REN 

TSURUGA, UNTIL 
I RETURN TO 
THE US ON MY 
OWN EFFORTS 

AND BECOME A 

SUCCESSFUL 


WITH 
THIS LOOK 
AND 


| WHAT'RE 


OF MY 
| PARENTS! | 


ASKING 
MS. JELLY 
WOODS TO 

RETURN 
FROM HER | 
VACATION 


FOR JUST 
A FEW 
MINUTES... 


PROBABLY 
TIRED OF 

THE COLD- 
HEARTED 
HAWAIIAN 


YOU YOU'RE 
A 


THAT HE'LL 
BE KUON 
FOR ^ FEW 
MINUTES, 


Who's 
Ms. Jelly 
Woods? 


I 
DON'T 
QUITE 

UNDER- 
STAND 
WHAT'S 
GOING 

ON... 


x 
1 


20557 


JELLY 
IS REN'S 
EXCLUSIVE 


IF 9 
| SAIDNO, 
HTT JULI WOULDN'T 

j| HAVE TALKED 


OF MY LIFE! 


NN 
BI 


| 


YOU'VE 
GOT A 
STRONG 
WILL... 


JULI 
MADE A 
SAYING FUSS THIS 
She's not THAT TP NE THAT 

| GET A SHED 
"etant VIDEO COME 
LETTER 
FROM 
You! 


have Juli WITH ME 
TO 


aBandon 
EXPECTEP JAPAN... 


YOU'p 
PROBABLY 


her work 
as an 
actress 
and come 
with me, 
right?! 


„ANDI 


COULPN'T 
THINK WHEN THE 
ABOUT MY PRESIDENT 
PARENTS, TOOK ME... 
WHO I WAS 
LEAVING 


BEHIND... 


...1 HAD 
NO TIME 
TO THINK 
ABOUT 
ANYTHING 


do THE Rest 
TOMORROW! 


YOU'RE DONE 
1 WITH YOUR WORK 
TOMORROW, 
COME BACK 
HERE RIGHT 


84 


V ar Re 
= YOUNE А 3 
WAITED A (га 
THIS LONG, ar 
20 YOU WAIT E 
THIS TIME 
TOO! 
«БИТІ JELLY 
HAVEN'T KNOWS 
45% Š TOLP HER THAT REN 
ТІНЕ ISN'T 
0 
RELATED JAPANESE 
"d Ë TO HIM. 
"WHO = 
we KNOWS WHAT 
||| seen SORT OF 2 
зуға PRANK GOD A 
tora WILL PLAY f£. 
few THAT WILL 
wars REVEAL OUR 
RELATION- 
SHIP" 
N IT'S UNFAIR 
ALL NV IF JULI ONLY 
THEN... RIGHT | ФЕЕФ HIM IN 
I'LL WAIT TO » THE VIDEO, 
SEE THE И PUT you GET TO 
== REAL 
REAL KUON И | › ames 
| NATURAL). 


(100% NATURAL) 
TOGETHER 
WITH JULI... 


MOTHER... 


WILL... 


-имажеъщ <‏ ووو 


E] ПНИН 8 БЕЗБЕН 


а давала и пита пл е ва, 


ІШЕТІН A 7 


СТЕ заты 
қасапалылыңазтанияна 


=> 


EN? 


mumble mumble 


mumble 


H's only morning, 
But youre 


friektenina me. 
What're you doing 
in that corner, 


WHEN I'M 
THINKING 


I'd like 
to Bite 


Youre DOING | Sf)! ABOUT WHAT рока sery 

wer TODAY | зам! I'LL BE DOING and имейла? Кока. 

Me f мер. TODAY, Дита 

I CAN'T HELP í‏ دد د 
LOOKING‏ 


LIKE THIS... 


Ha 
Im sorry. 
that Im 
looking 
this way 
SO early... 


IT'S... 
WORK... 
BUT IT'S 
PRIVATE 
TOO... 


looking 
scary... 


I MAY 
DIE 
TODAY... 


AVERY 心 AND 
NICE PAY A 
FOR WORK- НЕКҮ 
ING ANPIT | ~ 
MAKES YOU 

FEEL 90 


„YOU 


| OTHER RAGING 
Й DAY.. 17 
MY... 


WHAT Р0 
YOU MEAN, 
YOUR RUDE 
BEHAVIOR? 


«WHAT'S 
THIS 


RUDE 
BEHAVIOR 
0 


NO 
HONOR- 
IFICS? 


THINGS... 


without having 
any acting 


Though you 
proßaßly just | 
wanted her to 


he was expecting 
something like this: 


you were 


Bullying 
her 


involved. 


UNDERSTAND 
WHY YOU'D 
RESORT 

TO THAT. 


WAIT 
TO COMMIT 
SUICIDE 
AT LEAST 
UNTIL 


FINISHED 
SHOOT- 
ING? 


| THAT'S 

аі WHY YOU 

| WERE 

| ACTING 
OUT K00!6 
20N. 


a Ба 
F s 


THE BIGGEST 
SURPRISE ОҒ 
THOUGH. 


„YOU CAN 
ФРЕАК 
HONESTLY 


IF 
NOTHING 
TERRIBLE 
HAPPENED 


FEELINGS. 


THAT 
STRONGLY 
HOLD. 


ABSOLUTE 
TRUST, 
ADMIRATION... 


IHAP || FATHER 
No NEVER REN 


MY 
Emitting 
FATHER DE ІМТЕКЕФТ 
— IN 


ws a&out Koo. 


I NEVER 
PLAYED 
HEROES. 


Nonono, 
they absolutely 
loved each other, 
a lovey-dovey 
father-and- 
son! 


The Kuon boy 
absolutely loved 
his father, 
and he was really 
really attached 
to his father! 


„,МОМ АМР 
FOREVER... 


The way you 
like Koo. 


End of Act 111 


. 


FOUR 
MORE DAYS 
UNTIL 
TEACHER 
RETURNS 


TO 
THE U.S. 


I WANT 
TO 
CONTINUE 


secret 

intentions" 
Green tea 
ice cream 


a 

{ | 9 
WHY I 
MADE 
THIS 

BRIBE, 


YOULL 


FEEL 
LONELY 


“ЛЕ YOU 
UNPEK- 


د 
YOU'LL 1‏ 
JOY or‏ 
ORON ACTING‏ 


„I | Ж TEN У Ши 
WANT ТО N p 
STAY A x | THERELL 
N 2008 ff В NOTHING 
STUDENT... 7 is 


for four 
мосе. days. 
At least four 
more days. | 
won't ask for 
anything But 
for those 
four days. 


чер! 


YOU GOING 
TO ФТАҮ 
ALITTLE 
LONGER? 


I 
٥ 
m 
° 
R 
R 
٥ 
w 
1 


| had 
"m to cancel 


1 
THOUGHT 


(wy visit o M 
„90 I USED WAS MY 
to се "TAKING A PLAN... 
Ë VACATION BUT 
^ IN MY HOME -THINGS 
1 COUNTRY" 
„BUT IT AS AN 
LOOKS EXCUSE 
LIKE MY TO STAY 
OBJECTIVE HERE WHILE 
WILL BE PROMOTING 
ACCOMPLISHED MY MOVIE 
SOON. i 


WHEN I 
KECEIVE 
KUON'S 
MESSAGE... 


I FOUND 
AN 
INTERESTING 
ACTRESS IN 
THE MAKING 
WHO'S WORTH 
TRAINING 
MERCI- 
LESSLY. 


\ 


HER WITH 
MY OWN 
HANDS. 


HURRY, 


The cake, 


prs food, OTHERWISE the cake! THAT 

isis | IT'LL MELT WAS 

importont | AND THERE'LL FOR 
BE NOTHING ME. 


LEFT! 


Меге, please! 
T eie 1 SS е ان‎ \ 
ea<neks! МА ~ ate 
4 iy NS eat the- whole cake | 


Beainning to 
understand 
how | like 
to eat. 


HE... 


Pa 


Utensil used 2—22 
for teppanyaki. 


«DIDN'T 


Kyoko's messed-up cake 
is already in his stomach. 


NY 


) 

et 
T 
L^ í 7 T 1 


«BY A 
“GOOD 
MOTHER” 


SHOULDN'T 
< 
E MENTIONED — 
E r 


7/7 


> 


M 
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за ee 
0 % us 


<> A سه‎ er 


= A 
= PARENT'S 
LOVE 


„FOOD AND 
DESSERTS 
FOR YOUR 
CHILDREN 
ISN'T AN 
EXPRESSION 
OF LOVE? 


ANY 
CHILDREN. | 


| HER 
...90 NOT FLAVORS 
Wie coves MANY ARE VERY 
HAVING THE | PEOPLE ORIGINAL 
EE | UE И MYSTERIOUS 


..90 SHE Cat ||||| | ALTHOUGH 
USED TO STUFF || | GS . SHE'S 
KUON'S SHARE ۱٢ (IU) М | 

OF HIS FOOD 2 

IN HIS MOUTH, 
EVEN WHEN HE 

DIDN'T WANT 


TORTURE! 
_ TEACHER! 


| NOW THAT 
I THINK 

| т ABOUT IT, 

; а AT PE HIS EYES 

= деу _ МЕКЕ FULL 

Т | OF TEARS 


AT EVERY 
4DIDN^T 


LOOK LIKE 
A HAPPY 
CHILD AT 

ALL... 


Bit OFMY 


22.400 1 
2, А HEAKT! 


Z ) 


> 
H 
O 
c 
K 
Е 
р 


„AND DIDN'T 
KEALIZE 
WHAT WAS 

HAPPENING... 


с 
PLETELY 
HELPLESS 


IT LOOKS 
LIKE HE... 


«REALLY 


ES 


ES 
MAŠ 


| 


p — 


m 


oo 


... 


HAVE 
BEEN 
HAPPIER. 


NOTHING | 
TERRIBLE | 


BUT f 
у (| HAPPENED |, 


Hes Hes He's Really 
not not really? 

^ot toying duping 
with you? 


fabs < 
MR. TSURUGA | o> 5°“ RIGHT 
OFTEN DUPES |) 9 


ANP PLAYS 
WITH MÉ... 


TEACHER... 


YOU'RE 


٧١ .SAYIN6 
NNI | , TERRIBLE 
NN [| 1 THINGS. 


SAID THAT 
MY KUON 
BOY WAS 

ACCEPTABLE... 


Did you lie 
to me?! 


X SR 


TUM 
bu 


> 
| ED 
M 
< КО» 


5 w 


r Dz 


ы 


NOW HE'LL 
SAY, "I HAVE 
NOTHING МОКЕ 
TO TEACH YOU," 
ANP I'LL BE 
FIRED FROM 
BEING A 
HIZURI-STYLE 
DISCIPLE... 


Yeah... 


: Makina | 
ashi-zushi. 
chirashi 2 BUTI 
PIPN'T WANT 
TO ФЕЕ 
TEACHER'S 
SAD FACE... 


“IDA 


OH 
DEAR 


= 4 — 


NAN -一 
INV 

қ 5 
т. А 


= 
(у, Teacnek! 
WHEN SHE 7 You're 
| WHY AND 1 COOK, ЖА al 
7] мет WE EACH СООК > Good! 
二 | ASSIGNED SOMETHING BY 
OURSELVES, 
EVEN IF IT'S 
JUST ONE Е) 
DISH. van 
? 


Vo! 
de : YODMY A 
ben WIFE LOVES 
ordinary HAVING THE 
FAMILY EAT 


TOGETHER. 


VACATION. 
AND SHE 


ff KEALLY 
HAVE YOU © LOVES 
SEEN ^ Po. HOME 
00 
INCENTIVE COOKING. 
TRIP AND COOK 
HIS OWN 


MEALS? 


Call 
I'VE NO مه‎ 
INTEN- father 


TION OF YOU'RE 
BECOMING ^ GOOD 
A VAIA HUSBAND 
PON: AND A 
GOOD 
FATHER. 
My motto is 


love and peace. 


YET TEACHER 
YOU » . 
COOK MUST BE 
TOO. BUSY 
Youre WITH 
really WORK. 
amazing, 


ISN'T 
YOU'RE IT LIKE 
LIKE A BEING THE 
LEGENDARY MOTHER 
FATHER. OF THE 


TO ME, 


YOU'RE WORLD? 
ALREADY A IT'S 
LEGENDARY COOL. 


TOO BAD, 
BUT MY LOVE 
т. ISN'T BIG 
ony ENOUGH FOR 
who THE WHOLE 
wo WORLD. 


is the 


ЦУ. 
s 


| FATHER.. 


I PON'T 


REMEMBER 


Ку A9 i 
FATHER | 
“АР - تک‎ 


| YOU'RE 
" SON, 


WHAT'RE 
YOU 
BABBLING 


I'M 
YOUR 


MY 


> 


y 


АЛ 


FATHER 
АМҮМОКЕ? 


југ ‚grown To 
become such 


Dont WHO 
«et DO YOU 


carried THINK 
away, 
fled«lina. YOU 


THERE'S 
A WHOLE 
LOT OF 

THINGS 


stupid! 


„І WASN'T 
LISTENING 


clo: 


are the 


"Leacher 
can teach 
me 
anymore! 


sest 


learn. Listen. 


AT ALL, 


„.ТЕАСНЕ 


Fora 
human 
K to 
Mature, 
love and 
family. 


CUZ... 


< 


Met you say 
you dont 
want children! 
Dont say it 
so coolly when 
you don't even 


know how lovely 


kids can Be! 


Ва НЕ 


„ТО REACH OUT 
TO TEACHER, 
WHO'S RETURNING 
TO THE 2 
TOMORROW... 


FATHER. 


600 
FORWARD 
OR 
BACKWARD 


I 
COULPN'T 
MOVE 
AT ALL, 


I 
COULDN'T... 


YOU'VE 
GOT 
THE 

WILL... 


YOU'LL 
BECOME 


THAN YOUK 
FATHER 


DIFFER- 
ENT. 


YOUR à 
| TALENT > >= | 


„AND 
WHETHER 
YOU CAN 
KETUKN 
TO THIS 
COUNTRY 

AS AN 
ACTOR... 


ФОМЕОМЕ N 


WHETHEK 
A 


NO-NAME 
CAN CUT 
OFEN A 
FATH ANP 
CLIMB 
UF.. 


I ONLY 
ТООК... 


„МУ 
РАФФРОКТ 
WITH МЕ... 
JUST 
LIKE THE 
PRESIDENT 


2 


D f 
Ps. $ 
ЯГ 


ж 


MDA- чо з 


«BEFORE 
I 
KEALIZEP 
Т.. 


I DON'T REN'S 
EVEN = HARSH o. THEN THIS 
NEED TO | QN vo 19 THE FIRST 
ASK НІМ HIMSELF вод, TIME HE'S 
WHY НЕ WA CONTACTING 
NTACT Jun AFTER COMING 
CONTACTEP ЕУЕКҮ- 
HIS // THING 0 TO JAPAN?! р Pd 
PARENTS, THOROUGHLY. 7 
20 HE D. ны 1 
FINALLY 1 3 = == 


60T HIS 
BUTT 
MOVING 


I FELT BAD 
ASKING YOU 
FOR HELP 
WHEN YOU 
WERE ON 

VACATION, 
BUT 
PLEAGE... 


ao WOW, REN! 
soy НЕ MUST'VE 
I'M Yeah, Stuck BEEN 
IMPRESSED |55 . LONELY 
100. ТНЕФЕ FIVE 
YEARS! 


Tem Only people close to her call 
her ву this nickname. 


Her professional name is Jelly Woods. 


ж 
PREIS 


_ دد 


<ompLiment 
me Like a 
GRand- 
JAUGHTeR 
WHO'S Come 


TO visit you! 


My arand- 
daughter 
wouldn't Be 
satisfied 
with candy. 


YOU'RE 


this 
wrapper's 


= 


IF IT WASN'T 
FOR REN, 
AND IF DARLING 


(Т МАФМТ THE 
то ONE WHO 


ОКРЕКЕР МЕ 
TO COME BACK, 
ТР NEVER 
HAVE 
RETURNED! 


Sheesh! 
I WAS 
EXPECTING IT! 
I WANTED A 
GROWNUP'S 
REWARD, 
A KISS AT 
LEAST! 


But she eats 
the candy. 


— ог 
Уш E м 
HE'S DONE | || NOW, TEN. 
CAE S ате 
dos worried MENT. © | à A COLOR 
about me. f BACK TO 
6 КЕМ, 
ha? | | 7 
d aW | 
Abe ENV 
ET | ІҢ 
| 
s JU THE HELL.. 
к ONEICAN | ws! 1 WAS CALLED 
P ` DEPEND BACK JUST 
-—6 Ad ON... FOR 15 
M MINUTES?! 
IL, Tf 1 could... 
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„Го like to see yon... 


hold you... „and apologize... 


..instead of sending a Video like this. In English =, 


> NO0000000! ~ 
> PROBLEM! 


BESIDES, 
REN. 


I want to 
apologize... 


IMA 
PROFESSIONAL 
BEAUTY 
EXPERT WHO 


DOES HER TT 
BEST LIKE vo" No! It's all right! 
Coane „Хо Even outrageous NO... 


Жш : | E 
o" W^ things that can't be mean, PUT. 
( дос | this 
na is so... 


Bee Nove forgiven by money can 
со be forgiven by love! 
es Pe forgiven by 


THINGS. 


көле 1 


E from the bottom 
of my heart. 


Youre HEY, 


no 
| chanaing REN. 
Back? 


understanding | 


yon... 


7, y | 
„just realized | 


„for the first 


Time now... 


THAT'S 
BECAUSE 
WEIRE TOTALLY 
GENEROUS 
TOWARDS 
BEAUTY! 


DIDN'T 
KNOW 
THAT. 


Not... 


„for being completely out 
of touch for five years... 


„and father... 


longer 
thouch. 


| 
YOU'VE 88 | 
WAITED e (1: 
THIS LONG 
50 YOULL 
WAIT THIS 
TIME TOO. 


| YOU'VE 


BEEN 
SAYING 
THAT 
FOR 
YEARS 

NOW. 


«AND THEN 
TO HAVE HER 
REPEATEDLY 
HURL "I HATE 
YOU" AT ME, 

CRYING! 


WHO 
KNOWS WHAT 
SORT OF 
PRANK ФОР 
WILL PLAY 
THAT WILL 
REVEAL OUR 
RELATION- 
217۴ 


IF BOSS 
HAD TAKEN 
THINGS 
STEP BY 

STEP... 


„1 
WOULDN'T 
HAVE HAD 
TO STOP 
JULI EVERY 
TIME SHE 
HAD A FIT AND 
TRIED TO GO 
TO JAPAN, 
SAYING, 
"PLEASE LET 
ME SEE 
KUON." 


ودوم 


Q 
E 
2 

ы. 
Q 
е 
S 

> 


I thought... 


Because T 
was the son... 


wich y 


ЕЗІ! 


еме 


pointed 


Tan 


„left home... 


10 had 


ON те... 


„Со protect himself... 


„ano became... 


m 
protected... 


eilt loved.. 
N 


..someone like me. 


ОР 
COURSE! 
WE DIDN'T 

BECOME 
FRIENDLY 
ENOUGH TO 
CALL EACH 

OTHER BY 
OUR FIRST 


THAT'S 


5 spiri YOU'RE 
М TH TOTALLY 
N THOROUGH 

7 EVEN TOO. 
IF YOU'VE 
МЕТ HIM به‎ 
ONCE, At the 
YOU CALL TV station 
REN "HE." 


(MZ | 
Kn 7 X 
^ (Г WA ACTED 
= Ww 2 AN LIKE À 
| STRANGER 
WHILE 
BEING 
REN 
TSURUGA... 


SETTING 
UP THAT 
RULE... 


一 
< 


май. 


The truth is revealed 
after five years. 


„2 ISAWHOW 
% THOROUGH 

' REN WAS 

ACTING. 
THAT'S WHY 
IGAVE YOU 
GUYS THE 


SUDDENLY 
RETURNING 

TO THE 
U.S... 


„501 
THOUGHT 
I WAS 
THE ONLY 
ONE 
SEEING 
HIM OFF... 


„ЛО COME 
HEKE TO 
REPRESENT 
DARK MOON. 


Teacher: BESIDES, 
| AH MR. 
— TSURUGA 
М5, MOGAMI -A 
WOULP NEVER MET HIM 


SUSPECT AT THE TV 
АМР THINK, STATION. 
"TÍM ENOUGH 

TO REPRESENT 


DARK MOON" 


WHAT'S 
GOING ON? 
SOME 
SORT OF 
FESTIVAL 


IWA?90 | 
SURPRISED | 
WHEN | 


MR. КАТО Ж 
CALLED ME 
YESTEK- 


POPULARITY 
АМР HIS 
CONNEC- 


| havent 
told teacher! 


st | was 
coming to i Cuz | wanted 
see him off! to surprise him! 


LOTS OF 
PEOPLE 
RESPECT 
HIM... 


when I was little... 


Oh?! What, 
уои Guys 
came to 

see ve off 


leave with GY 
out telling ДЕС 
us?! Hey! Қ 


835 А 
AMIAADUN-N 


EZ 
TRA 
w 


Let me call you... P | _% 


(ы, 


„my parents 
again... 


.Feturn... 


..to you TWO... 


„оп ту OWN. 


„then. 


р 


AN 


77 = / 
Im 


/ 


Коо, 


UH, WHEN WILL 
YES REN ee YOU COME 
YES. |i DAUGHTER 
ме “У ASKED FOR 


А PHOTO. 
PLEASE. 


COME BACK 
UNTIL YOUR 
NEXT 
MOVIE? 


amma 


KEALLY 
| WENT 
OFF.. 


„АМ 
AMAZING 
COLOR 
FORA 
WORK 
UNIFORM 


IT'S 
COMPLETELY 
INAPPRO- 
PRIATE 
FOR THIS 
LUXURY 
v HOTEL... 


Isnt 
she a 
security 
risk?! 


End of Act 113 


Ae оз 


e -doney Path ү. 
е -an 
o d-a 
Фа 


кс 


Ot 


W 


~ % oe 


„from the bottom 
of my heart... 


| CAN'T HELP IT. 


> VM OVERWHELMED 
KUON LOOKS NO MATTER HOW MANY 


BETTER THAN TIMES | WATCH IT... 
WE'D THOUGHT 
HE WOULD. 


YES. HE LOOKS | 
HEALTHY. A 


So | still can't 
call you that... 


„but | will return 
to you two... 


„Оп MY 


HE'S A HARD 
WORKER. 


Hana — 


YES, HE IS. 


Let me coll you 
my parents again... 


MOTHER... 


«WILL THAT 
HAPPEN? 


SOMETIME NOT TOO 
FAR IN THE FUTURE. 


To my father, 


тъ who | respect... 


„САМ 1 
BOAST 
„WITH THAT МҮ 
THE | FEELINGS 
KUON | SYNCHRO- 
BOY'S, | 


| NIZED 
PERFECTLY 


THAT GIRL... 


SYNCHRO- 


«e REALLY 
NIZED? SYNCHRONIZED 
HER FEELINGS 
WITH KUON? 


TO KUON'S... 
WHAT DO YOU 


MEAN? 


Heh 


THE OTHER KUON. 


THE OTHER KUON? 


„+ ANOTHER SON 


gossip 


murmur 


= 


ор 


LOOKS LIKE 
A GIKL. 
HE KEALLY 
LOOKS LIKE 
K00'5 WIFE! 


I ONLY KNEW 
KUON WHEN HE 
WAS LITTLE, 
К00 2ENT ME 
A NEW YEAR'S 
РОФТСАКР 
WITH A FAMILY 
PHOTO, 


I Ew A 
Ren kuroga» | 


YES YEG, 
BEAUTIFUL 
RATHER 
THAN HANP- 
20ME! 


—£z00000€ 


WHAT'S 
HER 
RELATION- 
SHIP 
TO К007 


HELL ER 
HAVE e 
А SMOOTH 
EXPLANATION 
LATER... 


TAKE 
THE 
BULLYING 


TO BE 
НОМЕФТ 


.1РОМТ 
LIKE 
BULLYING 
ROLES 
AFTER 
ALL. 


„„DIF- I A 
FEKENT KNOW 
TYPES WHETHEK 


OF І САМ 
BULLIES |N CREATE... y 
И 1 


) 
/ 
/ / 
/ 
; | Y | У] 
7 
&- 
e n 
4 


- I САМ 
= BECOME 
л 


„ТО 
ФЕЕ 
Ү/НЕТНЕК 


А KEAL 
ACTOR! „THAT 


I'M GLAP 
YOU MAPE 
THAT 
DECISION. 


- 
— 


( 


A V 


| 


DIDN'T 
UNPEK- 
ФТАМР 
АТ ТНЕ 
TIME... 


WHAT... 


THE 
TKUE 
MOTIVE 
BEHINP 
HIS 
ACTIONS... 


..YOU'LL BE 
ABLE TO. 


I TOLD 

HER TO 
COME VISIT 
US ANYTIME. 


SHE'S 
AMAZING 


Bac SHE'S A GIRL... 


„вит SHE'S LIKE ~ 
KUON'S DOUBLE. VA 


РМ CURIOUS 
ABOUT HER... 


„AS AN ACTRESS 
AND AS A HUMAN 
BEING. 


A CHILP 
POESN'T 
МЕЕР 
PERMISSION 
TO SEE HIS 
PARENTS. 


OF 
COURSE. 


| 
| 
| 


VM 
LOOKING 
FORWARD 


о о > 


2... 


on 


FROZEN 


(2, SW 


- Sitting up 
straight 


А stiff 
x smile 


RIGHT... 
JUST BE 
KUON UNTIL 
YOU GET 
USED TO 
IT. 


L 


ventrilo- 
Quist's 
dummy 


x I WONDER ЈЕ 
ww! WHAT SHE А 
2 REALLY p 
۸ WANTEP TO 
Mz, \ CALL ME. É 

fe, к! 


—N t 
If | call you by the 
| names | used when 
| was little... | 


..can't call 
\ jou that... T ES 
E — XN M 
n ^5 Ж жо. e's watching the [S KDS 


tape aain Ag —— 


„my strained \ u 


nerves... A 
په‎ Z, 


LOOKING 
FORWARP 


„but | will 


2 


= 
| А, 2 | 
7 
1 
Let me coll 
you my 
к parents... 
2 
= 


IL 


L? my father... 


„MY 
CHILPKEN „who | respect.. 


| „going to 
у бє acting... 
s 


ње ° 
| 


„Ле role of a 
cold-blooded 
killer for my 

next job. 


4 | ..WON'T 


Г | НЕГР 
| | YOU OUT, 
m | | NO MATTER 
| | | WHAT 
| | | HAPPENS! 
| Ze 
| EM, | | Sig) | 
| | | | | 
| 1 | 
| LL г! 
1 || 


{>< 


„it's а role I'd like 
to avoid for the 
rest of my lite... 


ЕЗ 


| really thought 
K about it... | 
= ——T 


honest... 


YOU'VE 
BECOME 
THAT 


MUCH 
STRONGER 


I 
€ 


а 
| X „not to run away Be 
IPONT | 


«BUT I'M 
THINKING 


ANDI 
DON'T THINK 
MY ACTING 
16 600D 
ENOUGH TO 
BE TYPECAST To choose 
AS A mu ме 
VILLAIN. ‘sure?! know youll > 


suffer! 


И | 


NA 


There aren't too 
Many variations 
with Bullying roles. 
People will 
soon Get tired 


x Even if I'm only acting... 
Whether! > 
can... 


—— 


„act it out until the end... 


2 


“7 - 


| „must overcome. > 


u - 
== 


So I'll fight... x 


% 
EN, Z Z 2 
NY 


End of Act 114 
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Skip-Beat! End Notes к x 


Everyone knows how to be a fan, but sometimes cool things 
from other cultures need a little help crossing the language barrier. 


Page 21, panel 3: Daikon actor 

One meaning is similar to that of the phrase “ham actor" in English. In 
Japanese, the word used for an actor's success and the way bad food affects 
your system is the same—ataru or "shock? But daikon is considered a safe 
food that will never make you sick, and likewise a daikon actor will never 
gain success. 

Page 74, panel 3: Kaki no tane 

Literally means “persimmon seeds,” and here refers to spicy orange crackers 
in the shape of persimmon seeds. 

Page 93, panel 4: Harakiri 

Ritual suicide by slitting the stomach. Traditionally used by samurai to regain 
honor in the face of defeat or after some disgrace. It is also known as seppuku. 
Page 93, panel 4: Second for harakiri 

The Japanese is kaishakunin, or the person who administered the coup d' 
grace by cutting off the head of the person committing harakiri. It was a 
trusted position, since otherwise death by harakiri could be a long and 
painful affair. + 

Page 104, panel 4: Teppanyaki 

Teppanyaki is a type of Japanese cuisine in which ingredients such as meat, 
seafood or vegetables are cooked on an iron griddle, and was introduced 
sometime around 1945. Тһе word comes from teppan (iron plate) and yaki 
(grilled). 

Page 121, panel 4: Chirashi-zushi 

Sushi rice served with thin strips of egg, pieces of raw fish, vegetables and 
other things arranged on top. In the U.S., chirashi-zushi is usually served as a 
bowl of rice with sashimi on top. 

Page 153, panel 2: Faddy * 
Here Kyoko slips and says oton, which is a much more casual way of saying 
father. The Kansai dialect is considered more informal than Standard 
Japanese. 

Page 153, panel 3: Takoyaki maker 

Takoyaki are fried octopus balls, a popular street food that originated 

in Osaka. 
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